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[ Abstract ] Objective: To investigate whether Vigconic VI-28 capsule, a formulated traditional Chinese medicine con-
taining radix Ginseng, cornu cervi pantotrichum and semen cuscutae, can assist tumor chemotherapy in a mouse model.
Methods : Female C57BL/6 mice were s. c. injected with viable Lewis lung cancer ( LLC ) cells ( 10° cells/mouse ). The
mice were then treated with cyclosposphamide ( Cyp, 40 mg/kg bodyweight, once every other day ). One group was intra-
gastrically given 2% VI-28 (0.5 ml/mouse, every other day ) during the course of the chemotherapy. By day 28, the
mice were sacrificed and their thymic indices and tumor indices were calculated and compared. Splenocytes were collected
for analysis of their immunological status. Histological study was carried to examine the solid tumors. Results: Fourteen
days after the injection of LLC cells, solid tumors developed in most of the animals, reaching 1 ~ 1.8 c¢m diameters by 28
th day Compared with mice of the LCC + Cyp group, thymus glands from the LLC + Cyp + VI-28 group were significantly
heavier. Splenocytes of the same group responded better to ConA stimulation in wvitro. Histochemical examination of the
tumor tissues revealed that tumors of the Cyp + VI-28 group were better differentiated ( less aggressive ) than that of the
Cyp group. Conclusion: Vigconic VI-28 capsule can promote recovery of immune system in mice undergoing chemothera-
py and help Cyp to control the growth of tumor cells in vivo.
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Fig. 1 Mouse body weight changes during

the course of chemotherapy
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Fig. 2 ConA-induced proliferation of splenocytes

from mice of different groups
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Fig. 3 Histochemical examination of tumor tissues from the tumor-bearing mice undergoing

chemotherapy with, or without, VI-28
A: LLC only ( x20); B: LLC only ( x10); C: LLC + Cyp( x20); D: LLC + Cyp( x10); E: LLC + Cyp + VI-28
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