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Selection of single-strand DNA aptamer specifically binding to B cell activating
factor

ZENG Xian-ming, ZHONG Ren-qian", ZHOU Lin, YANG Zai-xing, LIANG Yan, JIANG Ting-wang, WU Chuan-yong
( Department of Clinical Diagnosis, Changzheng Hospital, Second Military Medical University, PLA Center of Clinical Im-
munology, Shanghai 200003, China )

[ Abstract ] Objective: To screen for single-strand DNA aptamers specifically binding B cell activating factor belonging
to the TNF family( BAFF ) and to identify its affinity. Methods: Systematic evolution of ligands by exponential enrichment
( SELEX ) technique was used in our study. The ssDNA ligand was separated by interaction between random oligonucleoti-
de library and BAFF, then ssDNA aptamers binding recombinant human BAFF were obtained through PCR amplification.
The binding ability of the aptamers was identified by dot blotting and the relevant affinities of each aptamer to BAFF were
compared by enzyme linked aptamer assay. Results: Thirteen rounds of screening was performed under optimized condition.
Six different sequences were obtained from 42 randomly-chosen positive clones, whose top GC content was up to 75% . Dot
blotting confirmed that all the 6 sequences were suitable to bind with BAFF. Sequence 44 had the highest optical density
in the 6 sequences in enzyme linked aptamer assay( P <0.05 ), indicating it has the highest bonding force to BAF. Con-
clusion: The ssDNA aptamers binding BAFF has been obtained for the first time, which lays a base for developing new
drugs for treating autoimmune diseases and tumors.

[ Key words ] B cell activating factor belonging to the TNF family( BAFF ); aptamer;single chain DNA; systematic evo-
lution of ligands by exponential enrichment( SELEX ) ; evolution
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No. 3 TR, A, B R CLAR M TG AL DA TR A SR DNA SE (R T kAL .31 -

HE R SR T ) 22 P R © R BR i) Hh
fifik ok 2, SELEX A e H A -5 40 i Y -
SR A IS AR TR B IR 24 A W Ry
SR A B TC R A, o R /NRRAR TR A,
A3 7] To e R REAEAR Y 5 Al R 125 5
1113 8% g 5 20 i LR 4 A 3 P o )

B 4135 L F( B cell activating factor belong-
ing to the TNF family , BAFF ) Ay Jidgeg SR BE R R
BT G 51 ( 4% BlyS. THANK , TALL-1 ), BAFF
£ B 4L AE KR E PO ALY e 40 LA K T 40 i
(35 A 55 D7 T B A Y e g% 9 15 4 T, BAFF (1)
SR IR 5 IR EL A0 A R P R B A A B e
PEVEPIREDIAI I ) E i BT BAFF (425 4 °%
TR BIG BAFF S5 R IAAR LR & Oy 2
W5 D5 110 ARBIFSE A AT SR R SR, OF
X} SELEX F A M S5 Ak A7 e Fnfiifb, AR5 E 4l
A BAFF 1Y ssDNA G AR, JFSEA TR S PR 4 , LU B
LT REBH BT BAFF A2 92 15 1 1 ssDNA 7 BH Wt

7l
1 HREHE

1.1 EZRXA Fettit

BAFK( PeproTech Asia, Israel ), B+ tRNA ( In-
vitrogen , USA ), % %3 21 Fl 2 bR i (19 U 1o S Ak 1y g
(avidin-HRP, FYIFE LAY TRATRA F ), M85
KL APRIL, R&D A A), USA ), AR HEEIE DNA
W] £2( EZNA kit, Omegabio-tek ), B 78 4fi Jif
R/ NP $ U] S LR #5848 | ), PCR-
Mastermix( b 30 K Ry B AC R A FR A F ), 142 9
BAFF Z safEhiiikny 96 FLER K L i LAk ( Bender
MedSystems GmbH ). 455 2% K :5 mmol/L MgCl, ,
150 mmol/L NaCl, 30 mmol/L Tris-HCI, pH 7. 4, LA
0.22 pwm fLARIR A 2 4k Z B g )5 & . VR :
3.0 mol/L Et 3 HH( betaine, Fluka Biochemika ),
129 WL, HRRET4E R IETAL B 578 @ 9.0
mm [&F, L 0.5 mol/L NaOH & #J 20 min, z£18 /K
SSRGS GG G2 T, 4 CIIBLIRAT
1.2 578 DNA LA #gikit 5 &%

15 Ff] Primer Premier 5. 0 #/4 B 1714115 R [
HLEEE DNA SCES51), i B4 TA RS . 5%
R AL F5E DNA SCJE Fp 41 ) 5'-GTCCTGTGTT-
GAGCCCATC( N37 ) CTCTCAGGATTGGCACCTC-3',
Wi 19 A% H TR O 8 %€ ¢ 517 PCR 4744, v ]
37 NEAT RN BEDLT 51, I BEAIL SC PR 8 R A5 24
M1 %107, A 58 40 & SELEX %%, PCR [ii#5]

¥k 5'-GTCCTGTGTTGAGCCCATC-3", N5 ¥ K
5'-GAGGTGCCAATCCTGAGAG-3', LA 45 & 2% th ik
Vs A S R ML LSS DNA 4 10 wmol/ Lo

1.3 ZFFEHHZ PCR ¥ 38 A%

X}FK PCR( symmetric PCR ) HiZAE ¥4 94 <C 2
min;; A8PE 94 °C 15 s, 21 50 °C 30 s, #EAH 72 C 10
s, 3L 17 E3R; RBIARFR 30 wl: 7% 15 pl PCR-Master-
mix,4% R, 1.0 mol/L RHSEHH, F RS |94
0.5 pmol/L,BiHz 10 pl, LAXGE KM AT,

EXFFR PCR( asymmetric PCR ) i ZZ ¥4 94 C 2
min; 28 94 °C 15 5,521 50 °C 30 s, ZE{#1 72 C 15
s, 37 EIR; MWK FR 30 wl: 7 15 wl PCR-Master-
mix,4% Z W, 1.0 mol/L 366, FiFgI# 1.5
wmol/ L, it 4 wl, LIBEZE KN EARF
1.4 iEw SELEX 7

HUEE R BE ML 5% DNA 50wl 0.5 nmol, 2 1 x
10"53F )94 C 10 min 28, VKV 5 min, il A BEE)
tRNA 5 pl( 2.5 nmol ), Jill BAFF (62 ~32 pmol , A
KRN, WL 1), LA & 2% th b 2R E
100 wl,37 C 40 min FEATLEE N, LARHBR LT 4 %
B AT UE L 100 Wl B4R FR , AWK B BAFF 53¢
RHEE DNA MG, B 3 ml 456 22 vl 4[]
— A7 RS K L A R 2T 4 2R T 45 5 2% M 10
ml FPRRERTESE , AVERR T 25 0 5L R BREE DNA, BT
5 mm’ (I T BAFF 558 FAE DNA 455900 il
FRAFAER T EP 45, A 50 wl VeI, T 94 C
AFPEYEL 4 min, 13 500 x g B0 2 min, BUEIER 10
wl VEBEHR , HEAT X% FR PCR,8 wl P44 2. 0% S5 b
BERCHLKOUER . HHELL 4wl XK PCR =40 AR,
PEATARXIFR PCR, 423 AE XS #R PCR P21 2. 5% 35

BPHEERC LK, TR e R . Ui [l 4t Ak o
Bl , 2 & DNA JE T F —% SELEX,

*1 HAERFEPERLEH DNA 5 BAFF 5 FHItLGI
Tab. 1 Ratio of ssDNA and BAFF in binding reaction

Amount of BAFF

Round of SELEX ~ ssDNA: BAFF Cn/pmol)
1~6 8:1 62
7.8 10: 1 >0
9~10 12:1 42
11~13 15:1 32

1.5 7% % SELEX jfit
] i 226 4 1 B B BA4%E DNA T 94 °C 10 min 2%
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PE, VKA 5 min, BF—3K @ 9.0 mm AT 40l iR £ 4
ZIEBTREIG A, 37 C 40 min FATIEFR LS R
Nio 13 500 x g B0 2 min, B3 2 B DNA,
TF—4% SELEX, #£at 3 % 1E M SELEX J&5 4l A
1 # ki SELEX .
1.6 E4Rkey F kAl 5

SELEX SERUR , B XFFR PCR F=4)i## %) pGM-T
HARC RIBAEYEARANFD ), 4L IM109 KA B
Ivi) I 228 2 MR T R0 P R O 26 27 b PR we e
IR BUTCRE, X5 FR PCR %58 H A A B )
RN AE e B DNA F BOF 90 Bk & 5L 8 A
A] ). DNA J¥ 41 [F] P54 53 #7: i F BioEdit V4. 7. 1
BRAE X BTN 43 17 90 AT LA, AR AR [ P 434
1.7 Dot blotting % & /-3 & 4k 2t BAFF #4254

FEAS A S BE— e BEAEACER /N SRR
SRR PCR, BN A 5 dhnic AR ZE 19 L5 9
PEATAEXTFR PCR, [ 4lifl ssDNA HF Dot blotting
FEAR 2 AL BRAE PR AT 2 28 A FE BAFF 0. 25 ug, J)
LAY BAFF 45 33% Z5 A6 A [R) ) [RI IR A P 3 5 75
BoAAR( APRIL 0. 25 pg PAK 1wl 432F 103 43 50 s kR
YERXTIR . FHES G 92 i s i W L RE Wk 37 <C 2
h BHHRRS , IR 45 6 22 th % i 1 45 )7 51 ssDNA
T37 °C 1.5 h fFAT45G RNl 2 55 | BAFF 45
Go GEG MR IEVE 30 min KR ESssDNA
Ja M LLES A 28 R BC ) 1Y avidin-HRP, 37 °C %
H 1.5 h, (5574 R avidin )5 ssDNA 5'3ghRic
ARG A B855I R IEEYE 30 min &
BRUiF S avidin-HRP J& , LA DAB & ik ( KAR W)
AR E ) B A, FHHEE RN ssDNA J3 51 0] 5
BAFF 254, 5 BAFF &4k,
1.8 BT LU AR T 5% BAFF AHXT25 &

FETALHE BAFF 22 5 B0 14 19 1o FL AR o A
100 wl L& & 22 v Be il () BAFF( 25 ng/4L ),
W 2.5 h, 150l 856G 22 PR VERR 1 IR, BRaS H
FLAMFFLINA 100 wl ssDNA ¥&( LA 5 S bRic 4= 9
F0 LS T X B PCR #4455, % 1.0
pmol ssDNA ), —F AN 3 1L, B 1E X E
( library )ssDNA A [a] i il 25 Im A ; %3 1.5 h, LA
150 wl 255 R ik 3 K, £ FLE A 100 wl
D145 £ 2% vh i BE ) B9 avidin-HRP; %38 1.5 h, DX
150 wl 4545 % bl e 6 ¥k, LA & U B 0K i
100 wl i €89 O 6, A 100 pl 2 1R ]
J5i 450 nm I E 6% E(E .
1.9 %itzam

N Excel 2003 G2 it 484, Jr 250 B L 6

FF 515 BAFF (9455 T 5 K58 20 #7381 7 51
] () 25 52

2 5 R

2.1 SELEX =8 5%

2% 13 8 1E W SELEX, ffi 5 BAFF 45 & 1Y/7 41
325 45 B 0 3k A 5 3R DNA 32 B #| pGM-T
AR Ak IM109 K iz AT 1, 28 207 P8 AR PT 1 Fn
WE I BEORE H 61 A>T B, /DN i 45 BUBORE , 28 % A
PCR % 5& 8 HIW R B
2.2 W F

H 61 A~ FH v B Bl BL 36 B 42 4> s R il 1
41 S sE BT . 510 X )F SR & AR R
BEMLIX KA 7 D FopEh 36 3k, H4y 34 3
BN 37 WL . 45 )7 5 0 g 5 Ok R 5 5 A1 ]
(#£2),

2.3 RRMEREKL G 50

2% BioEdit V4. 7. 1 B AFXF 41 4> v B Bl AL X
FEAN AT RIEE L8, 53 ACTE 1 2) . B( 741
3.12.17.25.27.32.35.43 44 49 |51 .53 .54,
55.60).C( J¥%152).D( J¥41]10.13 .29 .42 .47 .
57.58.59.262 ) . E( J¥ % 6.8.16.28 .41.56,
222 )f1 F( J#51 9 .31 .34 .45 .46 .50 .61 )36 4.
E ZHRAHLIX AL 36 Gk, A 37 sk, A 4
HHAMA R AZRFEFH;C HS5 w5 B A4S
s AHAL,3 U5 D 2 37 s AT E 4 5w S F 4
5'ut AL, 3 05 D 4 3 A . BEHR 2 44 52,
47 41 F150 A 45 AR AEPEF 51 Dot blotting A6
2.4 Dot blotting % & &3 4k /75 2t BAFF #9454

R, 6 PG K F 5134 5 BAFF 454 1M
S, JER SO A 2 0 XF 8 S R R 81 2 7E
APRIL S 2. Z5REH 6 FFHI N
BAFF &R, 1 7 51 2 5 APRIL 77 78 55 1) 28 X
R ).

2.5 IR HIXT BAFF AN 45 A

ZHESH,6 FhF I X BAFF W45 & 1A
Z5(P<0.05); 4 ¢ K5, 6% B A w1 P
5 44 5 HAth Jp 51 M) ¥ A 1 2% % (P <0.05),
FUITF ) 44 3 A AHXF s 456 70 .

2.6 EHRKE

o % 36 I® 3& {K %% 45 % ( The Ellington Lab
Aptamer Database. http://aptamer. icmb. utexas.
edu/ ), 3275 W JCAE ] 2E B (1) BAFF I 1R 85 5%, %
B BAFF 19 4% R 8 1R BF 5 i A6 2 20 B B, A S 36
e e 315 BAFF Y ssDNA 3 {4
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MRS BRI LD TR S SRR DNA B PR A T A 933 .
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Tab. 2 Sequences of 41 random domains

Clone

number

Sequences of random domain

O o0 AN W N

12
13
16
17
25
27
28
29
31
2
34
35
37
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

60
61

222

262

CGTATTTGCACGCCGGCAGGTTTGCGTTCGTTGTTTT
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTTCGCG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTTCGCG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTATGGCG
AGCAGGAGGAGGGAGGGTGGTGGGCCGGCTGTTCTGG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
AGCAGGAGGAGGGAGGGTGGTGGGCCGGCTGTTCTGG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTTCGCG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTTCGCG
AGCAGGAGGAGGGAGGGTGGTGGGCCGGCTGTTCTGG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTACGGCG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGCTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTATGGCG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTGTGGCG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTTCGCG
AGCAGGAGGAGGGAGGGTGGTGGGCCGGCTGTTCTGG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGCTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTACGGLG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTATGGCG
AGCAGGAGGAGGGAGGGTGGTGGGCCGGCTGTTCTGG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGCTGGCTGCGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTATGGCG
GGCAGGGTTTGTTTGGCGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GGGTGGATTTGTTTGGTGGTGGGGGGGGTGGTTCTGG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGCTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GAGGAGGAGAGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTTCGCG
AGCAGGAGGAGGGAGGGTGGTGGGCCGGCTGTTCTGG
AGCAGGAGGAGGGAGGGTGGTGGGCCGGCTGTTCTGG
AGCAGGAGGAGGGAGGGTGGTGGGCCGGCTGTTCTGG
GGGTGGGTTTGTTTGGTGGTGGTGGGGGTGGGATGTG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGCATGGCG
GAGGAGGAGGGTGGGCGGTGGGCCTCGGTGTTCGTG
AGCAGGAGGAGGGAGGGTGGTGGGCCGGCTGTTCTG G

2 41 44 47 50 52 Library

0.25 pg BAFF
0.25 pg APRIL

[ 1 pl Sheep serum

1 Dot blotting %7 6 #iE {55 513t BAFF HI4%&
Fig. 1 Dot blotting in identification of bonding
force of 6 sequences to BAFF
2,41,44,47,50,52 : Aptamer No.
Library : ComplexDNA from original library

081
0.7}
0.6}
05}
04
03}
02}
0.1}
0 £
41 4 47 50
Aptamer No.

Binding force (D, )

(]

52 Library

2 6 MEKFTIXE BAFF B &S LR
Fig. 2 Comparison of the relative binding
force of 6 sequences
2,41,44,47,50,52 : Aptamer No.
Library : ComplexDNA from original library

3 3t it

SELEX i ASEFIH 7 F A P4 R @ A T
B U B B ML IEAZ AT R SCIE , t T B Bl AL SE A%
T BUF 9 2748 R 5l & & GC T8 = 4Ek
REHR ARE G S Y R S5 A 25 Rl 45, BRIk
TEHE FAE S &I T45 6 K BENLEERE H IR
SR A EAE T, 40 B 45 M SERZ AT IR IO A4
ZREY 1 FEECOMER SRS TRFESE
HETRITHEE E £, A X — R0
SELEX AR B 2\ I3k A5 22 F #4311 4 5748 1K
HAl,SELEX $ R EL A F 4 SELEX ., H 8 SELEX
FEMEAX AR THE LR E., HRATHEE
T2 A5 Ty ARA (0 43 B 2R, 3 2o AR B, ot A% 2 1) W
BRI AR, [ s X6 28 1 AR IR B R Ao 3 8, BRI S
A REAAAEN A B TR e R T 5 . AL B
WA AT ] SELEX( subtractive SELEX ) LA I3 i
= AR RE S A, IR S P A . BE
A SRR, 55 958 %A = GC & i,
EAF]TF PCR 34, i — F AR FHSEm 55 ml ol
GC BAEX MY 4 ™) Wi, ARSI IL T PCR 2



.34 - Hh R A Wi T Ak S

Vol. 14

MR, e A — 4B IE 17 SELEX S04k | B3 % Bk
PCR R (B 8] 5008 PR 50, LAY B 5 3 08 0 04 JE
S SRR R B, (H e 2 A R AR WK TE
(I A Hofth 2 8 2] T PCR A IRME ) A
W A BE R 1 6 FPIE IR ¥ 91, GC & & f ik
5% ES I G T2 h 8 A, #E—E B Z A HF
S2if4k PCR S8 d 2k

H T BAFF Byt FERIE S A B e i f— Lk
FifrIe 4 A R B AR G, B2 F BAFE A9 £ ) 5550 BHL ¥
FI, 0T LU BEL T BAFF (94 92535 1, 3041 i
BAFF /™0 B itk B 40 A AH 56 28 22 5000, AT
T3 1 B G P RO EEL 4 6 A 1 e g8 1) 7
BEBIZ5 Y. A6 A B %8 9% J5 1H , BAFF (19 5 bg [
Uik lymphostat-B 767N B P AT BT A BAFF 5
FREAE B A0AEH N K TgA S0 iy BT, i
TR N W SO 5 B 2 B 25 B 20 i 450
AL R BAFF f0] V2 2 & TACI-Fe B4 &
FIA S SE 6, 5 R GEPELT BRI A RN, 45T
BAFF MR PESZ A, W8 5l 9 28 1 DR A e IR BT
PRl A R ] A 4 5 Xof 288 XU P 56 30 A /INER
Y5 T ATV TACI-Fe il 8 11 RE fff 2L 98 0 5 2 s
B, I S A S R B R R R S 4 S A
JJeE 7 T , BAFF AT 3755 12 P 9 U 200 6 P i s 20 P
FPEAEPUA T E A, BAFF B9 1ML 35 7K 5 AR 0] A 42 ik
EURTVAY AR S IE AR G &1 SR, BAFF $iiksk
RN LRSS A= A e i L NVA S PS8
il 28 ALl L ASAE | 1 A 53 1 25 1) BAFF A% R 38 {4
HA TC G D BB 21k 2% A )y oK 2 il 4
alif KW AEAS T KRG 5 T AT A A8 M A
A5, E N A AR UL BN A BAFF 22 50 30 1 50 19 B 5%
HRAE . A R0 4 0 3 o A0 M S o — B AR
BAFF IEARXT BAFF A= 423800 i Am ilE AT, LA
JIEE B B G i 2 W AR T IR BT 2590
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