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Challenges on NK cell cancer immunotherapy

FANG Fang*’, XIAO Weihua*’, TIAN Zhigang*’(a. Institute of Immunology and the CAS Key Laboratory of Innate
Immunity and Chronic Disease, Innovation Center for Cell Signaling Network, School of Life Sciences and Medical
Center; b. Hefei National Laboratory for Physical Sciences at Microscale, University of Science and Technology of
China, Hefei 230027, Anhui , China)

[Abstract] Nature killer(NK) cells possess an great potential on cancer immunotherapy without long term potential adverse events and
unpredictable risks due to its biological characteristics, including MHC-independent recognition and rapid killing mechanisms to the tar-
get cell, using allogenic donor cells without GVHD, short circulation life span and low CRS risks. Although NK cells from PBMC
shown an great tumor killing activities and less safety concerns than from other sources including stem cell and NK cell lines, but an ef-
ficient and safer protocols for NK cell expansion from PBMC still need to be improved. NK cell is considered as a great vector for chi-
mera antigen receptors (CARs), however low efficiency of DNA transfection on primary NK cells is still the technically bottle neck for
CAR-NK application. Clinical trails with NK cell therapy have shown encouraging efficacies on hematologic malignancy, but inconsis-
tent on solid tumors because the NK cells that were produced from variety source cells and different protocols are differ from phenotype

and function. In overall, significant progresses have made on NK cell immunotherapy in recent years, but challenges still ahead in term

of manufacture and efficacy.
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EARGNOARET R REREGHT
R KIR) B R B2 Rk # . E B A BB AW
MO FERB TR PR EHARE, FERITEEK
8L, E/LT a8 ARSI, B WA N E &K
HERHMAA RN FER BT AN A E AT
AEU, KIR AMHC 1R 4 Fenlofk, 2R 5“8 R
HTheE, Y5 CEN“ERMIC [ 9 F4& A, th#47
FENEST. ZHEEFETHAMEMC [ X4 T8
Kik 4 TS K, AT ERRE KRB LKIR S F 5
NK 48 f, t 2 37 | 14 15 5 B9 88 77, B8 o NK 40 fe 8 fh %
7o 1% R 3T MR T 4 AR A R AR B R
Bk ” (missing—sel )R RA . [ B, %M m & 40
AERKFEERGAHERES, TRXRLEE GRS SN
WREEBEAEZRES, FRBERES. XHR
BAE X AE H1FF” (stress—induced) & 7
Al NK 40 H o 80058 R a0 T8 e Fn 3 i 2 k2 S 1
PR, EHINK RS BN A EWN S
KA A 4 P - 2 NK 28 B 5 80 20 B B ek Y K
R fhE NK B R FILE A, AEERAT
RN A RN FERLE FREXATE
S Bk (TRAIL) 5 ¥ 48 B TRAIL % fh 45 45 5 40 A 8
=%, FALNKAHBL U TRESHEE T RS
RARFFE R EEE, N EERGRE AR,
T NK 20 J MHC JE PR % 0 L iz 5 7 R A fo R 7 2
41 B RO R LA B AR R, R BB R U6 9T WY RL
FHEFTHREB LW AEAREF, EEHEREAE

1k B4 BT 15% A A RSN R AT R
#h DNA % 3 8 R F SRR, 5 )R AL A 7 R ST
R EIEETTHM, RAXLRT & T NK 40 fa i
Y& % IE T BRI 12 e e BR S R IR, AT R R
i NK 48 JfL % 92 57 % PIT T oG B A 7 0K R R R L 3
&% o

1 NKZREME R RRERE

1.1 a4y

DAAE A R OPE S, BE B B IR P NK 48 B R R
BERD et ZH . FHINK 240 8 3 gk dr i 4
KB E RED R ENEN. AT0FRH
LAK 28 ff Bl B9 CIK B X B BT B NK 20 ff, — &
BT AR R A R B A R JE S, UL RO BT
RENKAET ERENR KL EEE, BRBRREK
S B 24 40 fe (PBMC) & J& NK 28 A 349 4% I T 1 %,
B B R R JR NK 48 A 9 s IR A7 %2 46 R B R A0 B 8 4K
REFARY, TERFETaREE: (1) EENK A
B KIR & Fif 8 40 fL HLA A8 IT B, “ B 7R A5 5 30 &
NK 48 f & 5 (2) B3 B AR NK 48 fiL 78 % 30 IR 3R T
REFE, X, LR S RINE 5L BB AT
RAaee A0,

A X AR R R NK 48 AR, 4 B 57 1 ok JR NK 4 BB
THEFWFIABER, FRA AR ERFREE
o FAE 20054 Miller™ B 5 40 3t 43 4 & 4 Y
B AT RAEEMANK 4 M E W, 4 R & HRAENK
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A E i R RFNm X T ek, RTIE
EME R A E £ KA (GVHD) . BT &
PRNK 20 i B SR SR 7 2, B R BT iz (AL 4 A
1 R IR B i R IR LB iR T 40 AR VR 4E), B BT E NK
MR E M RRIETHARE T ETHEYAWLE. =
ANKHHEEHEHATEF R KEE.FA
i L UF BB S BN £ AR R 6T B IE R T R
B | F NK 28 f oy 4 7= T 27 6], 5 20 48 i R 4 F7 NK
GE EHEREFZ.ETBRERFARA. A,
NK 28 JL B9 (R 4 A 7= T 2 B B NKI& 97 AR 3 B
KEHEE,
1.2 ZJaAR T &4 %) 7

wEAREMHE A ELHES AR ERAES
- &N IR & &l = ok R v
WRVE 2 B B B . B BT AT NK 4B R AT ) I R B
KIR.NKG2A . Tim3 . TIGIT % & FF & A8 5 4 %) 5,
F o ¥ 1 NKG2A . TIGIT B9 47 %1 71 22 X\ e SR & Bt
BLEXRAHRERRED™, PD-1IH A ERE
ERETHMN, EhaRE LA, Ho AR E ML
7 7E 8 % 15 PD-1 89 NK 48 g T #F , FF1E 52 PD-1 0K 7
45 L oh gE AR 9B SRR PD-1 W A E R E BT
o vt NK 40 j 89 16 Rl 5 X E™ . KIRS T4 R H
W 4704 TPH2101 1 TPH2102 6 JR 1 /11 B A 52 = &5 &
PR, BEXE A2 KR TR IEIT 5, £ NK 4
LB o 6 R T (R . 2 AT A 9, K3 A | & FHL BT
KIR, P2 T ¥ e g 4 fe /- F R i mE 1F
J (trogocytosis), £ & KIR2D 4 F £ NK 40 g & &
W R IA PR T KIR 4 F W B K (/5 NK 48 g 8 /> 7
KZEAEFEERN “education” LB, AT A 88 5L A
T AWMNKE . ZHRERETR, THAEL
B 5 R VT BEBOR S T R Ry RO R B, TR TR
R EZERT . A, ERFARTENEERN
B 58 Fe b AL
1.3 @mpR-F

& R BB X B, B4 IL-2.IL-15.1L-18 #u IL-
21 % 72 B9 % b 40 e IR F 40 B (7 2 NK 40 fg 3 7 Ao
5 NK 40 e 2h gE B9 1B 1T, E R0 IL-2 #F RE NK 28
BB S 6T P g e R R R T iz EE R E
EWREA KABIL2WEAEAEERFERESR
BREFWmHZE, MEAEIL2643 R0EBRE, &
HTEWEMEAY., BT NKAM & E S EM IL-
2Ra RIHBAK, KB IL-2 24 & & ik IL-2Ra &
HHETHM (Treg) 444, HiEE IL-2 % NK 4
HEA A, F AW T IL-2 # H F (superkine) , &
ErRF R EREANIL-2RB W EM A BRI RGHET
25 A Fn NK 40 R B9 3 78, B B LB BRIy B 1B R

IL-15 gE4% 1% # CD8'T 41 A o NK 40 i 36 7, T 1~ 78
e Treg L., EIL-15 K EFFEE FEINKXRE
ER, H g4 FILIL-15 5 IL-15Ra W RE &
AR B T NK 48 2 TL-15 89 A &k R, 1L-18,
IL21 %4 HAFEARERFNERIZBHFR,E
JFEC AR S TS 0 NK 40 B FT B 3 4 5 NK 48 B 1R
W78 RO RE™™ . SERRIE F1E 9 NK 4 fe 4 77 36 7
TEARRBIE T, R A F BT A DB
Bhie e, B lE RAABITHFELFRN
TR,
1.4 RIZIAT RZINIE H4h

%, 9% 8 %7 25 47 CGimmunomodulatory drugs, IM-
iDs) Ao AF B G AR IE L BB E Bk R B T R
NK 48 A8, o /6 Bk 3 72 b J 400 R X 5% A7 9 5 R 1 34 B 0
H B B B B4, 4 B 3% FDA Lo By 3k AR B R 0 RE 4% 3
WE 5 BT 48 A oA 5O 4 BB AR TL-2 A7 TFN-y,
AT $8 % NK 40 A 2% 7 1 #3872 ; 91 & K (bortezo-
mib) ] 3 5% i 5 40 A %t NK 20 B 2% 4 B B R i
S, IE 7 I R B A 52 W B B9 GSK3 4 1 7| BE 24 e Jg
HABERGAER, B BT 55 NK 40 f g Y, X
62k M 3ot NK 40 A VL 4 1E R R ML BR , R BY T R 42 NK 4
M %% 69T B Bk A LR Y TE R

2 BT NKZBRaa s e 2 a T SR

NK 48 i %4 % Ve A 20 B R A B 2 4 R
BERENKAEMEAREAEA TRENE
FIIEITT MR . B HT, R B NK 40 A R P A
Fmg (1) 33T HE AR, 4 NK 40 8 % 34 %2 1 B g
M8 8 A 1 R % #K (chimeric antigen receptor,
CAR) ; (2) F| Al W4 7 3, = 4 F Hufk (Bi—/Tri-KE) #¢
I6] % 2 NK 20 e o i 965 20 e, AT 58 58 470 B 9 AR
2.1 CAR-NK #mfa

CAR-NK AT 4t *f By 2 & & 4 CD19.CD20 ., SLAMP7 .
EPCAM 45 , # & 5 H #] CAR-T fr4t xt 82 5 — %% . B
CAR-NK #Y L N 15 & % 1 45 4 3805 /I sk 72 Mt 22y | 3
Tk ¥, & 4 4-1BB/CD3 ¢, CD28/ CD3 %, 2B4/
CD3 ¢ ,DAP10/CD3 & DA K CD28/4-1BB/CD3 ¢ *, &
PR BT H A R 45 R B oK, 4-1BB 5, 2B4 5 CD3 ¢ # A
BAT B T 1% B 45 A 38k H CAR-T % 5% % JF| B CD28/CD3 ¢
EA A F 92 09805 NK 40 B T Bk . A, 2T NK
20 B B P9 U R B4 8 BV DAPLO . DAPI2 R N 5 5 &
ML HEE SN R ELEER, B, RRE
#,7F & %, CAR-NK 40 i 19 5 7& X 5 CAR & & %<,
7 5 @4 MHC 14 F MICA/B % B2 4R 45 7 89 7 4| 1 D
R K, B CAR-NK 89 3 R 2 1~ ] i 8 25 &L o o] gE
FIK £ 5, 4% B iF 98 B9 48 b CAR 45 4 1 F %
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NIRRT, NK-92 2 FDA 3t 7 2\ s SR 1A 30 B
NK 40 L 7, DAL 40 L 2 O 22 B9 CAR-NK-92 BRI 22
4N\ R A 58 IE 78 HE 4T, 4 T 88 B AL 4 CD19.CD33,
MUCL #2 CD7; % F 4 J& fn & J8 J& X NK 48 A #7 CAR-NK
H A% 15 CD19 By T 2 i JK #F % (www. clinical-
trials. gov); M4, T F — /N T FF o 5k JF NK 48 fg
28 1 CD19 89 CAR-NK llg JR #F %7, H 'l 4 1b,
CAR-NK 48 % #9 e JRAFF 50 45 R 3 o R A, B L 4% )
& CAR R /1 12 & 3R e {L 3% , & CAR-NK 37t fit J&g 2% R A7
H Il R T 45 R AE

B4R B I kB CAR-NK 89 I JR 3 8 B R 4R 8,
ENK B INAE—FF AR % AHWCAR K., &
FNKHRARNFERAYE, STHARTE, ~2F £
P B SR A A T A R K HA BB 1B R Bk, NK 4B
FL 85 Bk CAR A5 41, 7 5 Bt & 40 e & @ A8 XLtk R
KT e B K B On—target—of f—tumor 1£ W #
XIE AR R e B =, B T A M. RANK
4 ffa Fo 2 1 2 34 BT Ay CAR #R 4K, 40 L A% 25 An Sk VR T
7z,
2.2 MAF MR =45 MR (Bi/Tri-KE)

DEmREmAEEMN TR, G T RMHER
B 58 1 A 3= A BB R SRR 48 AR iR ey AR
AR, 8 28R T 1 0 2R A 1 40 R S ¥ 4 R R 3
1Rk 2% 47 20 Fe 3 5 B\ b 0 By 05 B B VT O AL R A 4
ML, EEE R . CDI6R BRI AR % ALY
%A/ R R TR BINK 28 B E R R B A R
ML B B B, NKG2D 1B 4 NK 4 B DA B R A 1 T
MR EREEENEME XK, R EA A HE IR
BE., WM BRZFcBRMR EHEL N EHT AR S
MM TR TR, B R e B A i R
Fc BLAERE (B, il B % Bl A, IR AT
REFREVEREH, XETRAMHIKRGEER XL
BLE NK 20 A B9 5] B 3% 52 3L Y 40 A 80 1 1 R 17 Bk
1. o, 81 CD30 Fr CD16A B FUAF 5 14 470 1K AFM13
EXRTHSETFAMEEN [/ UHAR, FET
HEFHZ A BT W, RRERERELIY
60%“>", EE, REFEFUR=FFUFENIT L, B
WAL IR B S R R R A Rk B AT ALY R
BER. EHREFEENE B THRERA=ZFENER
B # S E £, T B A B9 On—target—of f—tumor HY 7
EEBIME A FENF R

3 NKYARERhE e s AR R A IR KR aTR

B T NK 28 Fg ] -5 A B B B 1 &R A 2 R R
By 2 AW, B R 28 BRI R R B B K - L T RE LRl B
THDEWER, &S BB IR R TR

MR & AR E , FH LAK 40 fi s = B A
NK 28 Jf1 B o5 Hb 404X 249 20% 7 47 5 CIK 28 fiL 4 A & NK 44
R EL ] &5 30% 2 A 5 1 42 4646 J5 17 7% 40 i (Feeder) ¥
BRANK R AL 90% WL £, @A FiF 59 3
(feeder—free) 41 7] 3£ 2| NK 28 A 4 & 80% LA k. [
CIK 47 B % A % & #9 40 B % 7 % 70% LA 4 T 40 B,
WU CIKE R ETHERAEELEER, FEART
HHENKAE KRR, NIERTRARENZER,
7% M i IR JE B 96 9T B R, CIK 40 B 36 97 RE 45 34 3|
27 30% KA B A T H P B AR OR VR 48 R UA T B LA
REE T 5 R IR B9 RS 5V 4 B R R R JENK
M ERERRELNARB RO IR T2 %M
TEHL K A0%° ™, H—FULRTBEEREAR
R EIHLA 4 F R IAFERBE K™, 4995% LA £
B UF B JE 2 B & &k 3A NKG2D B fk MICA /B 1 ULB-
Ps™, BARRTHAZ X Bk B NK 40 0y %147,
ENK 4L E e T M REFHR, BRERIERE
BETRANKA R EY ¥ F ik RIREFAESH
M, HiEREEAR, ENWFEREE,CIKA S
IT A SEAR 8 W R R AR Tl A g, B 4R R JR CIK
20 A AR P AR R UR A R 4R NK 40 B G M
RIPIEIRIT 7 EA BT RR, B E LT CIK 77 & #
BH A, B SRR TR R, M, AR
NK 40 fg 36 97 B0 £ B 34T B & M, A8 AT B AR NK
20 JLH I HT

kB SEARIE By B R f R 30 = R RN
HE,BAEETERTRENMBAERRE, BAXEHRK
B Ry AT R ERENE AR EEE AR
KA FHIRIA, K& T E4 5 NK 401 &k @8 i
ZHEA NTENK AR ERYELEST. L
S, Bl NK 40 i 5 40 B I F 30 8 e 2 M A AR BR A
B, &I 4 3R Bl NK 40 B 7 v A T e A B
JERRY, RE R KM AIETZH LB
TRRBN TR, ERFEETIF . ETHFD
B ABRAEFERET TEREFRE LN ER
MR F AT

4 NKZBRafhE % A TT HIGRIHEAR

4.1 NKmay 38 54 %

AT T4 A, 767 I NK 48 j A 2K 4 4, B 15
L Z (41 B i sk R NK 48 j Fe 40 B R JRNK 2B R . A
T 20 j B S B BB S R AT B R S E R TE L
NK 48 J,, [ b NK 40 A B A 40 3 o v 2 NK 28 A (2]
MIETHNEES . BATWNK-92 40 i R 7] R 4h
P AR E £, T4 MR JENK 28 B8 E 5 28 A M
MlER B EF ARG EST., ¥ nE Tk e
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ZICD34 4, E AR L85 F AT 442 AW B R,
BEas 33 2 000 12 DA b, 345 90% LA b 45 & 59 NK 48 g
', b, Kaufman B &V H Z 3 T e R ALK
WL % ik 0% AR 7% 40 B A BE B T 40 B A =
NK 40 L EN R 40, ] 42 1A A 2 A5 3545 90% LA b 45 & i
NK 28 ff . 41~ &) i 3 JF NK 28 B ol X o5 4 B otk B2 4
ME 1% 2 H , FERGNEY B, BEEFTRE
BRI AR EResERAapE Ty 8wy
AR Y BEH A EARK. MERANEE,
FREARHERAARSG T NKHWAEFEE, B
HTEAERRFEARDENTWEEL G5 E 1
W BUR ARG RN, TREEFH KT nHE, 7o
0,38 m T e R E R B R . B, B R4 A ik IR
NK 240 JE W AR 53 3 R S, 18 0 7 TR 4b b . 4 % 4
LM EHERKRRLZRES., B fEamw =
TR R R, B4 15 2~3 B BT 18] B 4% B NK 20 f 38
FFRECEESTONH &, BAEMRT HE
AR BT & B34 B HE ARG R R R R M B, B A
BEMGELEN M ZR, BEARBEHRES . F
BREA AR FERE ST E. RAMEKT R,
NK-92 5k J& NK 4 2, PBMC 5k J& NK 40 f TG it 72 5% 1 7%
Whg bW A HAES, BEEEEEE KEMY
REMFTHLERS.

CAR-NK 41 fg i A& 7= AR 30 £ B NK 40 B %% 4 30
E, BRFEANELEFEZTESRAR . RERLR
GRERERL ARG, THRIFEMEREELRK
FRREFANRERL R G THRF R % TR
FL RS, CAR FE M S5 47 70%Y, AT T4
B, T FE RIENK 40 Ly s e XA £ 7. BFw ik
JRNK 20 B HY %% 32 350 3K gk 45 15 21| 29 73%, T % R S0 R i
kR NK 20 B B A S 5w o 3k T0%, P RORE 4
30%, R4y 3 B RONK 40 B e 3 3 F | 7] ik
93%, L F & T#H AR ANK A ™, @it | T
NK 48 A P9 470 9% 2 5 480 AL 1 B 4 4 7 3, SR BA T R
& AN i N VR S S Y
NRRGERES, WO, REEREFES NG
WANRE R ARFEN AN —FERE. R
ERLRAR, ZENRFNE, AREZAHLETR
407 mRNA B35 %, B T H A A KR A K %% B
BB, 2B Mok B % xR, B % FL mRNA %% 3 6h
FEEHWNEEAETT ERAANWAEF R 5, ER
NK 48 ffL 7 %% 22 G645 1k 3] 29 80%~90% By 2% 7™ B i
TH 4 48 2 nRNA, BT UL H CAR R 1A B AT Ry, BEX
A% F A Y B HT B R T W1z BT T 48 B # CAR 3
4 4, B H w0 75 & WL E NK 40 fE CAR 2 [ %% 4+ 1y
RFARE. NKA R e HapEE Apis i

BehEmen, BMREE ) MXEHEHMELY
oA L\ RS B < g & . NK 20 B4 8 CD28 L
15 5 45 B, K ¥ NK 20 B A8 19 15 5 %% 5 ¢ & B DAP12
RSN S B o R I AL T CD28 B B B R A R
FANK F CAR A5 S &M B AR T THM, BERE
SEBEELEEZR, FHI,H L EX T NKH CAR 4
AT R EAR A, B2, CAR-NK 3 A W& JR 52 A BT
MEAEHR, BIEERAHKEK,

42 A%

SRR IJENK 40 B E P B U6 T F R AL H EF M
R, B [ B i bk T RE P A B GVHD 4 ik Y & £
PR 15 #8 » CIK 48 fi = B k4 47 CD3" 48 ™", £l B
R R CIK 20 f AT M9 I8 S e 7 ¥ R R
H 3, ™ & A e 5 45 89 GVHD., 48 L B F R & (cytoki-
nereleasesyndrome, CRS) 1 fi¥ 78 % ## 2 % &| 1k
FEN B AR E R R AT R P R B4 L R R CIK
GMER — R R IREE,ECIKARERNNEY
B & £ 402 A, B E G R RREFH RN &
T RIZ RG] LW EIE R, ik B RS RER
NK 3T 4% %% #ar , 39 K WL /™ & Ao 3F 7 #2 89 GVHD £ CRS H
PO, B T B A PR 7 R 48 B R IR BT AR 48
MERAEZR, wEOEIAWNKERN 2FEH
2~3 B B ], 3 4 % JF M DA RCET Bk H R B AR K B 1E A
MAFEE™, FH, REERENKE%ER%E &
AT,

5 4% 8

PrjE R ETTERARFAR R MATZE
HY 5 T KRR B T 7 vk, A YT A Rk B B AR Il R
B 5 52 Bk B B B VS AT 58 AT, NK 48 T MHC 3F
PR ] 14 A iz A 1 B BB R A A R, R B R VB
T BRI B ARE R R 7. | T NK 28 A6 T I R
HARSW, HEHT KM EF T LR R AA
FEENEE, B X TNKAR A ZIETHAETHA
HWRE. BRRIIERA KSR Do, NK 4 B IE T
AEATHE D RFBETFERABSTRY, EX
B AR BA ] & B9 NK 28 B AE SE 008 B e T R R
RIWIE. 740 NKA MRS £ TZ MRS,
NK 2 1 Jit 8 %2 1o P 9 38 52 DL R 5 AT SRR A R
F, #% # % NK 20 jE B g 06 T MR B I AT ® AR .
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