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Targeting cancer stem cells for cancer therapy

YANG Ting, RAN Yuliang (National Cancer Center, National Cancer Clinical Medical Research Center, State Key Laboratory of Molecular
Oncology, Cancer Hospital of Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences and Peking Union Medical College, Beijing 100021, China)

[Abstract] Cancer stem cell (CSC) is characterized by unique molecular expression, surface markers, stemness-related signaling
pathways, and metabolic patterns. CSC has been the key factor for the growth, metastasis and treatment resistance in various
malignancies, as well as the important reason for the tumorigenesis and recurrence due to its high tumorigenicity, metastatic potential
and resistance. Normal stem cells can develop gradually into pre-cancerous stem cell (pCSC) and CSC after incurring the first
oncogenic mutation. Subsequently, under the co-influence of oncogenic mutations and tumor microenvironments, oncogenic mutations
are accumulated in cells, which further aiding up to tumor heterogeneity, and eventually, promote the tumorigenesis, development,
relapse, metastasis, and resistance in combination with CSC plasticity transformation. In order to improve clinical outcome in tumor
treatment, various therapeutic strategies targeting CSC have been developed, including cell surface markers, signal pathways,
microenvironment, and metabolic patterns. Other strategies such as the promotion of CSC differentiation and immunotherapy targeting

CSC are also studied. In clinical trials, several new anti-cancer drugs targeting CSC have shown favorable outcomes in patients.
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However, the failed attempt of some new anti-cancer drugs also holds noteworthy lessons for future development. Therefore, the

specific targeting of all heterogeneous CSCs in tumor of patients and the simultaneous elimination of pCSC and progeny tumor cells

will be conducive to inhibitting tumor growth, metastasis and recurrence, expecting to bring new hope for tumor therapy.
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BEEWN A, EEBHEMNERHEUFEIER,
BERitEEEFMARFTIN L EHMEZRAFEK
e, EEMENEATTERARSY. REE
X 5 IR g 6T F R A M kR R A B
A7 4| AF 5 T 28 B (cancer stem cell, CSC), T ¥k it
BITEFRTRNEREE . B . G THRLE
BCSCHRE 7 FEMEE X BV SIET IR,
HEHHA,CSCEFEMBERAANTHREELN
“TLNZ —, E & BB IR WA T A R IE IR
WYz = ek G ERNIERE X ikt R R
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1 JLFFRAEMEMERFE CSC REAEREHEK
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RE AR HF B EH T UL A GHIE,E
EAHEMEERIANANERIE LR, TR LI, BTl
B DLk AR R BT E R IR Y T A,
BRPTA S R BE G P A T T R
FUMAR T T BT RERIET E% T 48, T B AP E
EHBREHRFRIAHEEE TAMBHNAREE
HELANA AWMU LS T T M ELARE T AR
TLHENHR,BECCHEES T L E FEKN
8] By % 16 . 2006 4 % [E] & JE Rt 2 £ X CSC A
FETHEYHN - NBEFEREF.Z8A04L
B RE R R M B e R JE ok EBR A A o
b b T CSC At & F LA L IR #3878 % i 7
B 77 3 4E B R 6 A K — A AR L B T R
B — A NEERR PR AR, WA K, E KA
BRWEMAFCSCRER D, M EH ERMBEH
AN B4 e 6 40 FEL F CSC AT o B AP U FT % 7T 2D 0. 2%~
82.5%) . I E CSCH & — A KM AF 7R i B 2 B T
BUCRRMAEMARARE MEHREEREZNZ L £
T, LPrE,CSCEMBMEEREFE R ERMER
B, B T 40 MR AE & S R B R Lk A R IR, OF
FE— K, M CSC BA & E R B B RS

XU CSCHY & B A R M & An b AT B X F CSC 52
bR b2 — Ao e AR IR TR, 4 F CSC 7 Fi it
P EUFERGZRENNT B, X —IRRE—RN
FH A I L ECSCER T W AREE, 1994 4,
LAPIDOT & Bk £ 2 7 A M # & i 77 Cacute
myeloid leukemia, AML)#JCSC. 2003 £ ,AL-HAJJ &'
X ERAEEAEE P EET IIRERCSC, JT4k,CSC
&R R T R I, Bl wT 7 R R
SIE B JRRE ATEMES. E5 MM
F, B CSC B A F = £ FF A F AR CSC, FH 4T 4 H B AT
B 7E 40 B A0 AR AR S 7 40 A, o L IR B BB B K A A&
K, R T R ELLCSC X4 FHRRHMBEAEKERE
BT, 20124, B AR H DR #E AR TEEAAR
K, it 2 B FL SRR e T 2 T B R R A
M, HEAE—/NEEAEKBEE LA FRER
BE THICSCIR B A A KRAE, B A RBET A8
SIS IE A STAR 8 2 CSC H my E IR B A K
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R R P LA 7 AT Y 4 LA R T A AR 4
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XERBMAEM KL, Flw T A< EHOctd.
Sox2. c-Myc. KI1f4. Nanog. Lin28., Bmil, Nestin,
Notch. ALDH. CD44. ABCG2. Smad4. CD133. CD24.
EpCAM. CD166. SSEA-1. CD34. CD123. CD90. CD49f .
ABCG2.CD87.CD20., ABCB5 % , F M 48 X % & & &
CD133. CD44. CD24. EpCAM. CD166. SSEA-1. CD34.
CD123. CDIO0. CD49f ., ABCG2. CD87., CD20, ABCB5. a2bl
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A . 2 FL I T e ST 4 RF 2 B B AR KL B S fu
A, CSC A A 1 B 2K W R 5 B A R 2 iE 7%
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T 18] 5 AL 4 f AR AE B9 CSC B & K & T An iz %, 5l 4o
B B ¥ (D44'CSC AA m B2 K it 71 , & £ CDI0'CSC
Wy 12 22688 7 . B E 55T CD44'CSCHY, CSCEF LA £
AR RALGI R & H A 7E aE /1, @3F BE Wnt/B-catenin.,
Notch.Hedgehog % 1% # 7 /& 09 15 5 1# B (K A M
B GERREAFFHETR#AFE. LARATCER
FIE AHEBTHE EEINAFGEEEA . 2TR
THARS KR LERAT Rt B REBFE.
B A FAKH7E 4 (eactive oxygen species, ROS)
MEBWAMLRFEER, RSN E 6
WRHFNMRESF, CSCCNEFBREA RS TH
THEFEEZ MELAR T HEAERNIEKA S
BEe M, CSCARERMMMAK HITHES. &
it &% I AP A KA CSCHYEARRE A, (EE2 T M
5% Y CSC, (£ 12 A K E 3R 0y £ A0 A8 K AL HI AL ik . L
T, XEHET CSCHE AT &AM S A" o otk
AT AA 526 DNA 1 47 K R 5 4 A R R AL %] 47T
BATARFENEXGESTEEBE, L7 LKLY
RO FERE SR A f A, CSCEE BH E ke &
B AL AR T LLAR L L B w6 9T o 7 2 Notch 3 B 7
LU Bh it T 40 e 3K 470 4t *3 EGFR B9 38 1 v6 97 >,
B 7 o T 4 T LUK 0 T R BR SR T A R R Y B
W7 . mITZLI,CSCA EH EJ ki o&xibry
tVEE /7, T F 3T B-catenin b8 PD-L1 74 T 28 fig 2,
i ¥ & 3k CDAT, THMHC 1K 4 F Btk A # 4 &
R By R, B i Treg ¥ 5 & 7% 1 il fu % 0% i 52 A
AT 24 A 4 19 e ie 7™, CSCE E 7 LLE N
WA FEW R Z R, E AT &R & Z kR
2. CSCEEA A [F T At 8 40 e vy 2 A R4 A R,
F H Bl o &6 2% A 89 CSC T 2% =[] b, B A~ ] A 4t
A, — MR, CSCH L P TR EF E5

B R ENE R B AR R L RO AR 74,
CSC # [ 48 ROS By &t 2% J& At 89 8 = % T 48 # CSC
Rt — N R R B T E

3 CSCEIEKRMENLE A RMATT

A BT JB %0 Y B 98 & A 5 3 ——KNUDSON 89 — )k 4T
TELF, _RITENMF LK AW DHEZ
TE—RITHEWHRZ L, AR DMEEE N E 0
ARE T A, BER, Y AEFRFELXNTE
ME—RRELF—ERZAEES THMR LA, X
— X E BN EGER, EE TR SBHEL S
FEoraMERKNAR, L5 EZKAEANEE
WAEGEH, FHCERERNGFER A, B AX
& BRI RE AT, BT LK AT R K HR 7
T, EZERRY B ERARE T4, Wi ER
WA E RGN ARERE _KkITEH, TEH
FHESNBBERT, FE20005HEELI, 8
e A B IEF 1 i T 40 I A B4 AML1I-ETO X &
(AIRH R, BT B FREE L A TEF
& T 40 B 5 RN T B R R R RO,
VAR R TR ATEFED FHM, —TE
BT 332 EARU AR m et mi AR L &
BRI EF AR A S EER T L ETEE T
WA T FoAn B AEER MR ET A T BN &
PP AT B R FHAR A T T4 AN
WRET EERIEE™., dlERMENEEERT
AETEFTHARMNIAZESRE T Bl THR W
LA, BRI S e A L RE 2R, B — B
EERHEERAULUBN THRWH X FERERE, XA
FE AW 2 (RE AMEFATRIETER" IR A, 3t —2F

B 1 e T B BB B R R BT R

B THRTUEEH S HEBERTRERNY
CSCo A4 HERTMMEAE, AFLRETEET UK
BBRVEHEAHEDEE T RO E R EH K
BRI A (B K EFHOM AN CSC. 3 H, BR
REFTUHURARERAT EHEMBENLE,ET
ENiche fF SR8t T Z L BB, T—,
CSCHEHATIE RE % M EMIFHZ Y W1 I T8
FHBRERBERT, TP R R TG ; K5 #
— S B CSCEREMMBERIGE 7 RERT,
AW RER £ MR TSI ESY, &5,
MEENEREZMUAEEZNERT, FLEE
B A BEERICSC X A NI, #t N i & T H E T
WEREE BRREMTIEFE M EEE, EZ)
T ZA MM & (KRR LT e AL,
ERK)ZE, RAKA, R ERARBY, LEFE
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ZleRET, RERBAITH,AETH T %2 % &
BT R840 B, e (8 B & 8 RO CSC ] LUK AR
WARLZBETEHTELEERF TR, FRTET
BICSCH LLEH o4 7, R, R B G
TR B & . X B AH G789 CSC e B 1E1E
EHRTHREFES, A BT I i FRA
MBRELHRTHRGTHET AFHRCSCTE, A
melRE L™, Hik, & T ECSCHIE KB X
B KR HBERGTHRAWATF, BWELELN S
MCSCHREMEEARMERENER B ETAH
F L, EMTHITE E F . CSC v e R ¥ 98 Bl 36 57 4%
5 & % , 1] 40 KEAP1-NRF2 3 % & CSC # ROS ¢ = &
W E T, BB R R R HOT &
LMk, 3 % KEAP1-NRF2 & 4% 6 A 3 4 11 28 S 11 HA fif
ERFEEKIT S ALK, CSCE W DL T F R
JG 16 5l BRI T, Bl m e IR & LA 4%~T% B9 4 T 7
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HWTWEAE £,185 K% B CDX2 K T # 4% e
£ TR, CDX2 B4 11 HA 45 Fs B AL 71 A% Bh
W7 % g, XEA A BA & A E & (CSC Ll &) el
BHEATHEBNEIT A T RES,

CSCERFE X B 4 MpTB T HmE s, BB
HRRRET RN E & NEE R T AT B E#,
wHEHEMBEKK EBEFMETHERNITERER
TR B 2, E A1 ] B CSC 7 Bt B A B VE
CSCH R M EH T A2 F £ A . R R
NEEERAEFRME. BMERENLE. BEMRRE
T.CSC— BB BEMARE W EALEREEL
ERWEEF R RN TE; 57— 7 '8 H TR
BB B AT AL, B 2 T B 2R T B o R T BE 2 A
T # RN EREM. CSCHRERMEEET 2
FREMERHRFED BN R REY R
R A B R UMDY 40 BB B SR U, X
FREREERRE R, FEHEFZHREYCSCEL
BEARKENERET oM, LR ENS
FREFE" ., TURBE LA LR B REER
W7 HE B AR, AR b A & CSC B M A T A 2
Ak A It AR, 4 I £ CSC = R o T E k5 7
B R B KRBT AR, 5CSCIERE
B Bl M VE SR AR, CSCE R IE & B LR BT
WP EH T EFRANT EN, Y CSCHE 4
B2 HAF R 4 2 18] B T AR DL RO B 4 F
Ry CSC I B 2 8] L F [F o Bk & AL CSC LAt =
RN N E R it el 2 - el N N T BB -
B CSC T ¢ 2 Ja) Iy ] #E Mk, CSC T2 B% By & Fb 7] 2

ZEAEREELRR FERBEY, FE5CSCRRMERX
PE—mEER*EMIENE X B RIETHRRY,
T 4 IE & CSC By # B MR AR 3 7 CSC £ A 7 £
£l BRIETT R UE TR, B DA K,

4 FRECSCIATTMERRIES 7

4.1 ¥e& CSCARE 675 It

B CSCHRAMAIET F A EERBMT £ e
A3t CSC & T8 A7 75 47 B 4% S R 1l A 4 640 A8 W AR AL Y
B R 1E B 254 (antibody—drug conjugate,
ADO) Uk LR A TURZ MR T(chimeric antigen
receptor T,CAR-T)ZH fg" Fo g K A 2 4" % %
HH EAARLEHIR SN L ETAREATT 54
S B 8 W PRI A , 7] 40 #E 1] CD44 .CDA7.CD123 .EpCAM.,
CD133.IGF1 % & By B se ISR . — 2238 15 CD44 By
B AR 2 4, a0 P245 HACA \GV5 , BE 4% A 2 HL R >
EEHGE LR P T, — A ¥ CDI33 &
TE AR CDI33 AR B T A i R I B W R 5 1k
FU . S AE AR, B DLLA B B R AR LR
R CSCo
4.2 ¥ CSCAA X 7% 13 5@ 3876 77 I 7

XRZERALFREAN—KEECSCHEY.
B 15 5 3 B 6 77 CSC 4 % X Jfl iy 77 4 & FELWT CSC 52
I E 51 5, £ A FE Wint 2NF-kB . Notch .Hedgehog.
JAK-STAT ,PI3K/AKT/mTOR . TGF/SMAD 71 PPAR 3 !,
12 5 38 % Notch & CSC & .48 % , Br LA Notch 38 B8 30&
BT 84 5 W y—40- 3 B B 30 46 0 T LU A0O8 B 5L LR
BF 21 Fft 98 A0 X 98 89 CSC. Hedgehog 8 ¥ B9 38 v& =&
ZHCSCEREFILFN, Plins X HEHE . T
M B R 45 A e LB & 0 RS  Hedgehog 1 B B
H & K Smoothened 4y 3 0.7 1 B ji =T LAFE 1R CSC # Hr
Bl, £ FEHEBCSC, PR E LKA W E N R, W RE
Fuf i3 20 AE¥F £ CSC F Wnt/B-catenin 3 % By 57
HHEEMERLETEAE R, — A% Wnt &K
frizzled? B FMEFUIR , B8 45 ROR D b8 #9721 T
AP REBOE M 4 & 3 E & 7 18 13 LT LRP6
FA B BR LA Wnt 3SR HTE , N3 SLARE o CSC Y &
E R R,
43  Fe iR CSC W IRIE 8 F5 I I3

PP Y8 S PR35 o 35 BB & T 3R L3 O R AR R B AR
SN R AR o A R B 3K B, X
WHEEEDT T CSCHIaE. ANRNETREIRTE
Z I EH (sibrotuzumab) £ JE/NAEATE F 2R T
R 3T B R T 2K, 6 3 A 4 O R PR R PR E AR K
AT S B BT A B R AT R B E AL R G a B TE T
KEHER . BB, F & & o7 43T e K AT
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B R A E RIR I, Bl dn i i B K A& K B F AR e B
F LI AT HI A o 0K 25 A48 b g TR Fe ko7 o B R R
W KB IE RS R . L, B 1 B R
T R CSCH = M Im F Bz —,
4.4 5 CSCHMEIT I

AR ML BB F R, RE S CSC A, BB
B AEKERE AT HFEN, 2R EFEK (all-trans
retinoic acid, ATRA) & —FJF B 4 £ & AW R 41
A, Wk B R ATRA B w7 B2 AR T
TH BR 5B 4 A8 A Sk B B CSCPY . 5 TL-6 48 %
B4R B AR R M T AR T e e b, AT
BEHETARKE. EHAXAEGEARAE
20 ML TE T REAE P AR R IE T 1 L, 51 & CSC gt
MR 7 TRl
4.5 3o CSC Rt i /7 I B

CSCEH ZET R RBAAE, H HEMNERE
ROR X BAFAE By RBAE R . B B 4F 2 CSC 89 48 X
HOEARH AERARHMEAMTRRBHTLT —
RE| B BT, LU0 # T # 3 a1k
TERBEEILEE THAMARSTH, TUER
B IEIT ILIRE . JONES & 57 % 3, 4 ) & % B K 4t
WL ENE R A G E T A AT 8 A,
{1 X% B % %& ¥ 3 (venetoclax) Bk A [ 3L @ &
(azacitidine) # & & L B R ¥, B D = R R 1E3HF,
T — = E R EEMINE T A mmTamNEa
kL b (OXPHOS) , XA A M AR T B um T4 e,
BB FABTEOMFHNRFER. XEFTHNER
BEECSCHTMERMET — £ HANERLER,
4.6 ¥ CSC 8 #5677

41 3F CSC #Y & @ e AE An (R 3R 48 o 4 0% 40 R4 AE
WAECETF LT N AL B HH CSCH BT T
Br, XM E AR CSCHEXEATSIH TR
MU U B BR 20 4 LR CAR-T 48 L ; 8 5 AP 98 4%
JZ M % 4 F 3 3K B9 4T CD123 Fi 4k, L& CDAT7 . PD-L1.
HDAC.STAT3 . IL-6R.CXCR1 % 9 #7 %1 5| ; 7 4, 1L & 3%
— ¥ CSCHE ™, BRI R EEZEITHMAT
& Bl R T T
47 HAe¥ed CSCHyETT 7 ik

BT bR m CSC R BT R 4h, T R R H
T H gy e, i — B AN o ke B AT A L K
KA A4 B % & miRNA 34 A8 %08 2 H A T4
FE%, P, A AKIRKAER = F AT % #F
M R BT CSCo 37 | 3 A B 9 fF % 5] fb (imetelstat)
EWATILRE AN E. 2 X FHERE
PR B 4T B iR I R T . — R R AN A
W, AEE MR MER EZEE NERy-EF=

V& B An/N B3 P ER, AR 4 X CSCHI TLIP B IE T F T
7 Hi AR R B A A

5 ¥BE CSCIRTTMERIRRIVASRE

F 98 BN 1 LI 9T VRE TG T, BLAE RN R IR TT
EEAREEHEIEE— MK LRI, & T CSCHF
EMEERRXBIETRIER, LR RIERTRER
HEENFEM EH—FEERA. REXTCSCHE
JRAnE A Tl K AE 8 R A KR RAT 2 — 2431,
{BZ TC 5 5], 38 16 CSC B 3T ALIG T KW A K 5k W fiF 8
EITHARFNA L., W LR, I E R CSC LA
8] B =] B 5 CSC AW AR B 9 53 UM BT R E — A2, A
T EL ER BN RBERRZ —, (R#T ENE
BT MR E K, B B 0] AR O EE A
JTCSCHE T £ hdk. Hriatt FF L AR fo
RN REE A T IR I 16T 2549, ¥F £ #1.CSC
FHEETAT AEWNANE, EPEEFH M
RN T A R R AR B B B, TR B A
AEERUHEREHFLZF, 2B AL, ZD0H
4 7% 7 $E 7] CSC By 7 25 E A HLE £ 77, 645 2016 £ 404k
# R TIE T B R FE MR R JE B9 STAT3 47 #| A
napabucasin, | T 7677 i H2A 2 5 48 j 5% 89 Hedgehog 12
=18 A A B E (vismodegib), A THTT AKX
£ AML & 1fn 5% B9 IDH1 47 1 57| 30 AR B A7 (ivosidenib),
FITi67 Bk B 48 e & o / /0 ik B 28 B otk B8
BCL2 #7157 4 2= 7% #iI (venetoclax) . 1B JLAF #7124 5
BT R A 4T X CSC 3 AT AT A 1Y, RZ 2 s IR B 3
e KA 5 A & I E 3 CSC A 3R AT H 7 2K, AT “ ol
AN TR

BT AR B W CSCHT2h B AR e IR R 78 77, #1124
B KRR R 1 CSC I 1 204, P R B AL
F2# % 7 2| CSC F 5 @BHHF /7 H . Bayer A FHA
FHLWr Wnt 38 %84 7 &% E4(vantictumab).Celgene /A F]
Bt & FELWT Notch i# B B 58 2k # 41 (demcizumab) .GSK 2
8] B & [ELWT Notch 1 % By i 3 % % 1 (tarextumab) 1
Squibb /A & # % [HLWT Notch & % & BMS-906024 , i £&
NEG G TR E R ERF R, ATAERE I I IE
PRI e, 2x Bk f] B850 ) IE % T 40 fE Fu CSC 27 Wik 4
5 5 i #& (Notch Wnt B HE) M HH —— R I H %
WG, FRIET PR, HEFAEL0%
S, ZEELBEARRFEES THMFHERE
S 3 ¥, 40 Wint Notch 3 B 347 1L/ NALAE I R 280 47
B, UhREZeM, ERAAXKGYLHBHEET
HE, NI REZGIRTENTIRR L, XL
WIEZH T ENTRRE, — 7 E TR EE L& %,
A—HERGTERALGYAE, EFEE L EEXE
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A EHWHBHIET, NTIAKERT T, P E
R&E T XRARFAWERNA . I5RREAHELEHA,
RA MK H G CSC, BT+ * EERAR. AR AE
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Lgr & X By 45 i T 20 f 7T oy A8 0 f o] B
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Lgrb 4 M e T @ v v6 )7 77 2 JLFiE £ K K. CSC
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